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was near being extinct, left the seat of Erahmas and took
flesh in the womb of the queen of the king who then
governed Mitila. On the tenth month the queen was
delivered of a son, who received the name of Nemi. The
pounhas who were invited to the palace to tell the horo-
scope of the royal child assured the king that this child
would follow the example of all his predecessors who
had left the throne and embraced the profession of
Rahans.

From his tender age the young prince displayed the
most liberal and pious dispositions in making abundant
alms, and fervently observing all the religious practices.
All the inhabitants of that kingdom followed his exam-
ple, and when some one died, he migrated to one of the
Nats' seats. During those happy times, hell seemed to
have become quite unnecessary.

On a certain day Nemi appeared to be most anxious to
know which was the most excellent practice, the bestow-
ing of alms, or the observance of the precepts. The great
Thagia came down from, his glorious seat, encompassed
with an incomparably shining brightness, and went to the
place where the prince was busy revolving this thought
in his mind. The angelical visitor told him that the be-
stowing of alms could only procure an admittance into
the seats of Nats, but that a perfect compliance with
the ordinances of the law opened the way to the seats of
Brahmas. As soon as he had given his decision, he-
returned to his blissful seat. On his arrival he found
crowds of Nats given up to rejoicings. The Thagia gave
them a detailed narrative of all that he had seen on earth
during his errand, and in particular eulogised at great-
length the religious dispositions of Prince Nemi. Enrap-
tured with the heart-moving description they heard, all
the Nats at once exclaimed that they wished to see in
their seats so accomplished and virtuous a prince. The
Thagia commanded a young Nat, named Matali, to have
his carriage ready, depart for the country of Mitila7 and